
Session 3

|esus'Wuy

Focus

The life of Jesus is the model for Christian
stewardship. In His self-emptying, we see not
self-denial for its own sake, but rather a setting
aside of self in order to be filled with the will of
God.

Sharing Experience

BecrcnouNo
'Jesus is the supreme teacher of Christian

stewardship, as he is of every other aspect of
human life; and in Jesus' teaching and life self-
emptying is fundamental. Now it might seem
that self-emptying has little to do with steward-
ship, but in |esus' case that is not so. His self-
emptying is not sterile self-denial for its own
sake; rather, in setting aside self, he is filled with
the Father's will and he is fulfilled in just this
way: 'My food is to do the will of the one who
sent me and to do his work' (In 4:34).

'Jesus' mission is to restore to good order the
created household of God which sin has dis-
rupted. He not only perfectly accomplishes this
task, but also, in calling disciples, empowers
them to collaborate with him in the work of re-
demption for themselves and on behalf of oth-
ers" (Stewar dship, 79).

QuesnoN
What qualities in the life of Jesus provide a

standard by which we can measure our own
lives and stewardship?

Listening to the Word

INvocarroN
Begin the reading of the Scriptures with this

short prayer (or another of your own choosing)
followed by a few moments of silence: Open
our ears, Lord, that we may hear clearly the
message of Your Word. Then open our hearts,
that we may generously share with one another
and better understand what You are calling us
to today. Amen. Then read the passages aloud.

Matthew 25:L4-30

"It will be as when a man who was going
on a journey called in his servants and en-
trusted his possessions to them. To one he
gave five talents; to another, two; to a third,
one-each according to his ability. Then he
went away. Immediately the one who re-
ceived five talents went and traded with
them, and made another five. Likewise the
one who received two made another two.
But the man who had received one went off
and dug a hole in the ground and buried
his master's money. After a long time the
master of those servants came back and set-
tled accounts with them. The one who had
received five talents came forward bringing
the additional five. He said, 'Master, you
gave me five talents. See, I have made five
more.' His master said to him, 'Well done,
my good and faithful servant. Since you
were faithful in small matters, I will give
you great responsibilities. Come, share
your master's joy! lThen] the one who had
received two talents also came forward and
said, 'Master, you gave me two talents. See,

I have made two more.' His master said to
him, 'Well done, my good and faithful ser-
vant. Since you were faithful in small mat-
ters, I will give you great responsibilities.
Come, share your master's joy.' The one
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who had received the one talent came for-
ward and said, 'Master, I knew you were a

demanding person, harvesting where you
did not plant and gathering where you did
not scatter; so out of fear I went and buried
your talent in the ground. Here it is back''

His master said to him in rePlY, 'You
wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I
harvest where I did not plant and gather

where I did not scatter? Should y6u not
then have put my money in the bank so

that I could have got it back with interest on

my return? Now then! Take the talent
from him and give it to the one with ten.

For to everyone who has, more will be

given and he will grow rich; but from the

one who has not, even what he has will be

taken away. And throw this useless servant
into the darkness outside, where there will
be wailing and grinding of teeth."'

Mark 10:1.7-30

As he was setting out on a journey, a man
ran up, knelt down before him, and asked

him, "Good teacher, what must I do to in-
herit 6ternal 11fe?" Jesus answered him,
"Why do you call me good? No one is
good but God alone. You know the com-
mandments: 'You shall not kill; you shall
not commit adultery; you shall not steal;

you shall not bear false witness; you shall
not defraud; honor your father and your
mother."' He replied and said to him,
"Teacher, all of these I have observed from
my youth." Jesus, looking at him, Ioved
him and said to him, "You are lacking in
one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give
to [the] poor and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me." At that
statement, his face fell, and he went away
sad, for he had many possessions.

Jesus looked around and said to his disci-
ples, "How hard it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" The

discipies were amazed at his words. So Je-

sus again said to them in repiy, "Chiidren,
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of Cod!
It is easier for a camel to pass through lthel
eye of a needle than for one who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God."

They were exceedingly astonished and said

among themselves, "Then who can be

saved?" ]esus looked at them and said,
"For human beings it is impossible, but not
for God. All things are possible for God."
Peter began to say to him, "We have given
up everything and followed you." Jesus

said, "Amen, I say to you, there is no one
who has given up house or brothers or sis-

ters or mother or father or children for my
sake and for the sake of the gospel who will
not receive a hundred times more now in
this present age: houses and brothers and

sisters and mothers and children and lands,

with persecutions, and eternal life in the age

to come.

BncrcRouxo
. "The silver pieces of lthe first] story stand for
a great deal besides money. All temporal and

spiritual goods are created by and come from
God. That is true of everything human beings

have: spiritual gifts like faith, hope and love, tal-
ents of body and brain, cherished relationships
with family and friends, material goods, the

achievements of human genius and skill, the
world itself. One day God will require an ac-

counting of the use each person has made of the

particular portion of these goods entrusted to

him or her.

"Each will be measured by the standard of his

or her individual vocation' Each has received a

different 'sum'-a unique mix of talents, oPpor-
tunities, challenges, weakness and strengths, Po-
tential modes of service and response-on which
the Master expects a return. He will judge indi-
viduals according to what they have done with
what they were given" (Stewardship,20).

In the second story, a rich young man ap-

proaches |esus to ask what it will cost him to in-
herit eternal life. Then, unwilling to pay the

price, he goes sorrowfully away; and Jesus
muses that it is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter

the Kingdom of God. Although un-familiar to
our eari, lesus' reference would have made

sense to his hearers. The "needle" was a narrow
gateway in a city wall through which a camel

could be led, but only unloaded and on its
knees; Jesus' answer means really that although
it is possible for a rich man to enter heaven, it is
difficult and not without cost. Peter then further
explores the cost of discipleship and asks about
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the rewards of such sacrifice, saying to Jesus,
'We have given up everything and followed you'
(Mk 10:28). "Christ's response is more than Pe-
ter or any other disciple could reasonably hope
or bargain for . . . Giving up means receiving
more, including more responsibility as a stew-
ard; among the consequences of living this way
will be persecution; and even though disci-
pleship and stewardship set the necessary terms
of Christian life in this world, they have their ul-
timate reward in another life" (Stewardship, 21,).

Sharing the Word

QuesroNs
(Read the Scriptures again silently; then share your
responses to these questions:)

What talents have been entrusted to me!
Which have I multiplied? Which have I
"buried"?

Jesus asked the rich young man to sell
what he had and give to the poor in order
to have treasure in heaven. What answer
might ]esus have for me if I were to ask
the same question?

Who in my life seems to have given up
much for the sake of the Gospel? What
visible reward, if any, has there been for
that sacrifice? What keeps me from doing
the same?

Prayer

The readings for this session call us to count
our blessings and give thanks for them and to
consider how responsibly we have used those
gifts for our good and the good of others. They
also ask us to reflect prayerfully on what stands
in the way of our whole-hearted commitment to
the coming of the Kingdom of God.

One possible format is to begin with expres-
sions of thanksgiving with the group respond-
ing, "We give you thanks and praise, oh Lord."
(Example: "For bringing us together tonight . . .

We give you thanks and praise, oh Lord.")

When all who wish to have offered their
prayers of thanksgiving and the group falis sil-

ent, invite them to consider, silently, the times
they have failed to share or misused these gifts,
saying, "Let us remember in silence the gifts
we have not used wisely and the times we have
failed to share our gifts with others."

After a period of quiet reflectiory sum up by
saying, "Hear the prayers of our hearts, oh Lord
. ." with the group responding, "Forgive us,
Lord, and teach us to share Your gifts."

Continue with this prayer attributed to St.
Catherine of Sienna: "O tender Father, You gave
us much more than we ever thought to ask for.
Thank You, and again thank You, O Father, for
having granted our requests, and for having
granted those things that we never realized we
needed or sought."

Then conclude with Jesus' perfect prayer for
the coming of the Kingdom: "Our Father . . .

Follow Through
Together, we have read and reflected on parts

of the bishops' pastoral letter on stewardship,
we have heard and meditated on portions of
Scripture in order to better understand the costs
and rewards of the life of discipleship and stew-
ardship to which our faith calls us, and we have
shared our insights, our experiences, and our
prayers. But we will be like the rich young man
who went away sad and unchanged unless our
sharing here leads us to constructive, concrete
actions to reinforce what we have learned and
encourage our growth in faith.

The following are some examples to spur your
thinking:

o If, during the sharing, you identified some
"buried" talent, resolve this week to deter-
mine how you could use it and take the
first step toward doing so.

. Give a gift of time or money to help the
poor in your community-to a shelter for
the homeless, a soup kitchen or food pan-
try, "Habitat for Humanity," or some other
agency which serves the less fortunate.

. Reflect on how very rich you really are.
Make a list of the material and spiritual
blessings you enjoy and give thanksl Then
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find a way to share those blessings with
others.

Because those intentions we have defined
most clearly are the ones we are most likely to
act upory write your "follow througt/' intention
here, and share it with the grouP if you are com-
fortable doing so.

Date:
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