
By Sister Eileen Connelly

The ministry of presence and prayer 
is always an integral part of a hospital 
chaplain’s role, but even more so during the 
pandemic. 

Anne Petratis is a longtime chaplain who 
currently serves at six medical facilities: 
Kettering, Grandview, Southview, 
Sycamore, Kettering Behavioral Health, 
and Soin hospitals, all in the Dayton area. 

“Our ministry is constantly changing to 
provide support between the hospitals,” she 
said. 

This includes offering services with fewer 
people since volunteers were furloughed early in the pandemic. 
“It’s me and Father Basil Toan Quang Doan (Chaplain/Moderator 
of the Catholic Vietnamese Community of Dayton),” Petratis 
noted. “We are also blessed to be able to bring in a rotation of 
priests to administer the Anointing of the Sick when needed and 
are thankful for their help.” 

Particularly meaningful for Petratis has been seeing “how thankful 
people are for Communion. We see this with our patients and 
our staff. When we were on lockdown and I was able to bring 
Communion to the hospital, people were so thankful to be able 
to receive the Eucharist. Often they cried. It meant so much to 
be able to bring them Communion and to pray with them and to 
listen to the story of all that they have been through during this 
time of isolation. This has been one of the most sacred parts of the 
past year for me.”

One aspect of her ministry that has changed, said Petratis, “is how 
we minister to the families and the loved ones of those who are in 
the hospital. This has been such a difficult year for families. If their 
loved one is coming to the hospital from an extended care facility 
or a nursing home, the family may not have seen him or her for 
months. I was with a woman who had not seen her dad, who came 
in from a nursing home, for over nine months. When she saw how 
wasted away and confused he was, she just broke down and cried. 
It was heartbreaking. This has been a pretty common experience 
throughout the pandemic.”

“I do so many more phone calls now to family and sometimes 
friends from all over the country,” she added. “For families with 

Serving Patients and Families during COVID-19 

loved ones on the COVID-19 unit, it is often me reaching out 
to let them know we are here, that we will try to visit as we are 
allowed, and that we have priests who are willing to come in if 
their loved one needs to be anointed. And a lot of the time, I pray 
with the loved ones by phone if their family member is dying, or 
I meet them when they come into the hospital to say their final 
goodbyes.” 

During these challenging times, said Petratis, support from the 
general public is critical, especially prayer: for hospital staff to stay 
healthy and able to continue to serve; for the patients who are 
feeling fearful and alone; for treatment that will save more lives; 
and for family members grieving the loss of a loved one. 

“Their grief is often more complicated,” she explained. “Not being 
able to be with their loved one through their illness and at the time 
of their death is a heavy burden for many. We are praying that our 
support and prayers may bring them some comfort, healing, and 
hope as they grieve.” 

 “We would like to thank those who have reached out and have 
been supportive of our ministry throughout the pandemic. Thanks 
for being there through some tough times,” Petratis said. “Also, 
I would like to express gratitude to all those who have donated 
to the Catholic Ministries Appeal. Without your support, our 
ministry would not be able to be in the hospitals where we are 
currently serving. Please know that we are praying for you and 
your families. May God continue to bless you all with good health 
and safety.” 

To read more about the CMA ministries, please visit www.aocstewardship.org 
To subscribe to our email list, scan in the QR code or visit 

www.aocstewardship.org/subscribe



Agencies Meet Food Needs through Unique 
Programs, Partnerships  
By Sister Eileen Connelly

Thanks to collaboration, unique programs, and support from donors 
and volunteers, Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio (CCSWO) 
and Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley (CSSMV) have 
continued to meet the needs of hungry individuals and families 
during the pandemic. 

April Hoak, Food for All coordinator for CCSWO, said the agency 
was approached last year by Cincinnati’s Freestore Foodbank 
to partner with them in local distribution of the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farmers to Families Food 
Boxes. The USDA established the program in cooperation with 
farmers, ranchers, food processors and distributors, and non-profit 
organizations to ensure all Americans have had fresh and wholesome 
food during COVID-19. 

“The Freestore reached out to us since we’re familiar with mobile 
food distribution and had faith we could make this happen in our 
community,” Hoak explained. 

Catholic Charities organized drive-thru distribution of the Farmers 
to Families Food Boxes on six dates in 2020 at Colerain Township 
Administration Complex, St. Xavier High School, St. Ursula 
Academy, and Xavier University as distribution sites. Between 1,200 
and 1,400 boxes containing a variety of packaged and fresh food 
have been given away on each date, Hoak said. 

What’s unique about Farmers to Families is that no identification 
is required, and there are no income or family member restrictions 
as with other programs. “There are no questions asked. It’s a very 
dignified process,” Hoak noted. “We trust that people will do the 
right thing with the food and share it with neighbors or family 
members who need help. People have been so grateful and said, 
‘Thank you. Bless you, for doing this.’”

“I’m so proud and grateful that we’re involved,” she added. 
“Volunteers from the local Catholic community have come out to 
help. It’s a reminder to me that all of us, from our clients to our 
CMA donors, are connected by the love of God and as members of 
the body of Christ.” 

In Dayton, volunteers and staff at Catholic Social Services’ Choice 
Food Pantry didn’t let the snow and cold put a damper on their 
food distribution efforts. Back in late November, at the first sign of 
inclement weather, they realized pantry services could be impacted, 
whether it was by Foodbank deliveries not being able to be dropped 
off, or COVID restrictions on the number of people in the building. 
Rather than turn clients away, the staff came up with the idea of 
filling drawstring “to go” bags with essential food items, such as 
peanut butter, rice, and fruit, to get clients through until they could 
make a regular monthly pantry visit. 

The bags have since taken off, said Mike Hoendorf, parish and 
community relations coordinator for CSSMV, thanks to enthusiastic 
support from neighboring parishes and schools. St. Charles 
Borromeo, St. Albert, and Incarnation, along with Chaminade 
Julienne and Carroll high schools have made bags and/or collected 
supplies. Approximately 400 bags have been assembled so far, with 
the goal of having 500 in stock at the pantry. 

“People were definitely been appreciative of the bags on days when 
there was bad weather,” Hoendorf said. “The bags are easy to carry 
and give them their essentials.” 

An added bonus, he explained, is that the “to go” bags have 
stimulated additional conversation about parish engagement in 
CSSMV’s efforts. “This gives the parishes something concrete they 
can do and addresses a very specific need. It has really allowed the 
parishes to get a glimpse of our everyday operations and how our 
work affects our clients,” Hoendorf explained. “I think it helps the 
parishes and all our donors understand how important their support 
is to our mission. That’s something we’re very grateful for.” 

The Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) distributes 21% of its funds 
in support of Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio and Catholic 
Social Services of the Miami Valley.

To learn more about the CMA please visit www.aocstewardship.org



By Sister Eileen Connelly 

As a child growing up in Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Dayton, the 
young Tom Shearer had the opportunity to get to know “some really 
good priests.” Among them was Father George Steinkamp, founding 
pastor of Our Lady of Mercy, who was a regular dinner guest at the 
Shearer home. 

After graduating from Chaminade High School, Shearer went on 
to attend college, studying archeology and anthropology. “I was 
happy,” he said, “but found myself looking for something with more 
purpose.” 

He found the inspiration he was looking for at a vocation presen-
tation at an area parish, ultimately finishing college at St. Gregory’s 
Seminary, then attending Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. Father Shearer 
was ordained in 1978. 

“The priests I came to know growing up and as a young man were 
good, caring people, and very human,” he explained. “That made a 
difference and is what made me open to the possibility of this type of 
ministry.” 

Father Shearer’s first assignment was teaching at Fenwick High 
School, an experience he loved. He went on to serve at St. Anthony 
Parish in Dayton, where, he said, “the beautiful congregation taught 
me how to be a pastor. They were tolerant of my mistakes and taught 
me new and better ways of thinking and doing things. I’m so grateful 
for them.” 

As pastor of St. Henry Parish in Dayton and Our Lady of Good 
Hope in Miamisburg, Father Shearer led the faith communities as 
they formed a pastoral region. “The parishes are very different and 
made up of great people,” he said. “Again, it was a real learning ex-
perience for me. You come to a parish with certain gifts, knowledge, 
and experiences, and by walking together with the parishioners, it 

really works. I’ve learned something and been given something with 
every assignment.” 

Father Shearer took medical retirement in 2019. After a period of 
rest and recovery, he currently enjoys ministering to his neighbors 
and “being present to them and getting to know them at a deeper 
level,” assisting with Masses and the sacrament of reconciliation at 
nearby parishes, and pursuing his favorite hobby: painting.

Reflecting on his years in priestly ministry, Father Shearer said 
hearing confessions has been one of the most rewarding aspects. 
“It makes you humble, and you get to be with people in times of 
conflict and reconciliation, to reassure them and to challenge them,” 
he said. “You get to see God at work putting forgiveness in peoples’ 
lives. It’s like witnessing creation.” 

Father Shearer expressed his gratitude for the CMA’s support of 
retired priests saying, “It frees us to be healthy and to be helpful, 
to take some of the pressure off our fellow priests, and give them a 
vacation.” 

Fr. Shearer reflects on Priesthood, Retirement 

Total CMA Goal                           
$5,000,000

Total # of Pledges                             
24,549
 
Total Pledged to Date  
$5,716,587 

Total Paid to Date                     
$5,012,343         
                    

For an up-to-date Appeal report, including CMA totals by parish, visit aocstewardship.org/cma
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